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WORLDWIDE APPALRS 


REPORT ON INDIAN OCEAN-BED WEALTH, MAURITIUS, REUNION CLAIMS 


Manganese Discoveries Off Mauritius 


Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 13-19 Feb 81 pp 1,8 


[Excerpts] Large-scale deposits of manganose nodules appear 
to have been discovered in the territorial waters of 
Mauritiue. This disclosure was made by Dr §. Z. Quasia, 
director of the National Institute of Oceanography of India 
and head of the scientific team of the oceanographic research 
ship "Gaveshan,” during 4 symposium given at the University 
of Mauritius last Wednesday on the theme of the marine 
resources of the Indian Ocean. 


The “Gaveshan,” an Indian research ship, is one of the best equipped in the world 
in the exploration of marine resources, and Dr Quasim, who heads 4 team on this 
ship, stated last Wednesday that according to information gathered, sizable 
deposits of =-nganese nodules, with a strong content of copper, nickel and 
cobalt, were discovered in Mauritius’ economic zone, mre particularly, he 
stated, a few miles off the Mauritian coasts. 


On the other hand, Dr Quasim stated that it would be desirable for the riparian 
countries of the Indian Ocean to find a common platform, so as to find together 
@ technology for the exploration and mining of these nodules. 


The discovery of these nodules in Mauritian territorial waters 4.4, more 
particularly, near the island of Rodrigues serves to stress once more the need 
for an increased surveillance of our waters. Rodrigues, from this perspective, 
takes on major strategic importance. "It is necessary, from now on,” one expert 
stated, “to closely survey this halfway line which separates Reunion and the 
Mauritian territorial waters.” 





France Covets Manganese Wealth 


Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in French 20-26 Feb 81 pp 6,7 


[Text] On Wednesday, 11 February, 4 symposium was held at 
the University of Mauritius on the topic of the marine 








resources of the Indian Ocean, Dr 8. Z, Quasim, director 
of the National Institute of Ocesnography of India, revealed 
the discovery of large-scale deposits of manganese nodules 
in the territorial waters of Mauritius. These nodules 
contain copper, nicke! and cebalr. 


In October 1979, 4 news report announced the discovery of three large-scale 


deposits of polymetallic nodules off the island of Reunion and in the 200-sea~-mile 


zone. As the deposit was of exceptional density, the specialists could be led 
to reconsider the notion of an expleitadic deposit. New means of dredging and 
trawling set up in 1980 on board the "Marion Dufresne” could make it possible to 
bring on board nodules by tens of tons, ec as to permit statistical studies of 
grade and density, and the possible testing of production lines for industrial 
treatment. Soviet sources indicate that massive quantities of manganese nodules 
could be identified in the vicinity of Rodrigues, 


France claims possession of three sub-Antarctic archipelagos located in the 
southern part of the Indian Ocean: the islands of Crozet, Kerguelen, St Paul 
and Amsterdam. France aims at systematically exploring the continental plateau 
of the Kerguelens so as to localize there possible petroleum deposits. The 
French national company Elf Aquitaine recently requested a research permit 
covering the entirety of the plateau; prospecting work could begin by the end 
of this year. 


Nodules--What Are They? 


Nodules are balls of rock containing copper, nickel, manganese, etc which are 
found on the bottom of the sea in large quantities, It is estimated that there 
are 18 trillion tons of nodules in the world’s oceans. There are enough copper 
nodules to meet world needs for another 6,000 years. 


Manganese is very important in the steel industry. It neutralizes the sulphur 
in the steel and mkes the stee] harder. Manganese is used in the manufacture 
of steel and of aluminum alloys. Cobalt resists corrosion and is essential for 
jets and turbines. Nickel. like manganese, is used in the production of steel. 
Electric wires are manufactured from copper and nickel. Thus, the industrial 
importance of these famous “nodules” can be understood, 


France's Role 


Since 1977 and 1978, France has set up exclusive economic zones, 200 nautical 
miles wide, along the coasts of all its overseas possessions, Thus, with a 
domain of 10.7 million square kilometers, it is at the head of the third-ranking 
world maritime empire. in the Indian Ocean, it has, with Reunion, Mayotte, 

the so-called scattered islands around Madagascar and the T.A,A.F. [French 
Southern and Antarctic Territories], 2.5 million square kilometers, 


France is very guch ahead of the other industrialized countries with regard 
to ocean-bed maining. 





It has: 


(1) a national center for exploitation of the oceans (CNEXO) set up since 1967; 


(2) an interministerial sea mission which tries to coordinate the activities of 
the marine operations sectors scattered among the ministries; 


(3) scientific or applied research teams set up for many years within CNEXO; 


(4) the already long-continuing efforts of the French Army, which has a 
hydrographic and oceanological service, a center for study and research in 
biophystology, and experience in deep-water operations thanks to the Undersea 
Operations Group; 


(5) the bureau of geological and mining exploration (BRGM) (petroleum, nodules). 
It has also developed systems for the exploitation of the nod es. 
Reunion, Rodrigues: What Future? 


Reunion until now was totally dependent on aid from the home country, 
Independence was out of the question. How could some dare to speak of 
independence when, theoretically, a Reunion national enjoyed one of the highest 
incomes in Africa for a population of 500,000 inhabitants that did not have 

any possibility of real development! But the possibility of the industrial 
exploitation of nodules should make possible the rational growth of the germ 

of independence; it is no longer, in fact, a question of the idea of independence, 
with whatever it could have of utopia in the limited political and economic 
conditions of the island, but of an irreversible movement that will make it 
possible to reveal in broad daylight the conflicts of interest existing between 
the local population as a whole and a minority that wishes the continuation 

of home country assistance and that carefully avoids the setting up of a local 
aericultural and industrial infrastructure that would lead to economic and then 
to political independence. 


In any event, at this stage, international considerations cone into play. 

Reunion represents the last strategic point for France in the Indian Ocean 

and could soon become the last bastion of the West in this region of the southern 
hemisphere. ‘erhaps another secure base is needed? Rodrigues? 


Now the stake of Rodrigues is clear, Independent politically--under Emperor 
Gaetan I’--independent economical ly--because of those famous nodules--fiercely 
pro-French, Rodrigues could be for France a secure base, in case of problems 
in Reunion, and a counterweight to Diego Garcia, because France distrusts the 
Americans as much as the Russians, because the United States and especially 
President Reagan do not look favorably on France's world role and would not 
hesitate to dislodge it where American interests are important, 














We must be very vigilant. 


The Ialand Mentality 


The future of Mauritiue ite tntimately linked with the sea that surrounds us. 
Formerly a little teland of 2,000 equare +! lometers, Mauritius today represents 
L.2 million square kilometers with ite “maritime economic zone." We must change 
the “sugar mentality,” but also the “island mentality,” It is the sea, 

together with the land, that represents the future of the island. If as much 
had been invested in marine development as in land cultivation, Mauritius would 
have been much more independent economicaliy today. 


But the hope that the nodules and the marine resources represent should not 
blind us to the schemes of the great powers, which are guided by their own 
interest and do not care about the rights and aspirations of the peoples of the 
region. While refusing independence to Reunion, they encourage the secession 
of Rodrigues from the sovereign and independent state of Mauritius. 
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WORLDWIDE AFFALRS 


BRIEFS 


AFRICAN COUNTRIES © 10) ANTIPOLLUTION TREATY--Beijing, 24 Mar (XINHUA) --Sixteen 
west and central African countries signed a treaty to protect their coastline 
and coastal waters from pollution yesterday in Abidjan, capital of Ivory Coast, 
according to foreign news reports. They agreed to cooperate in emergencies 
such as spills of oil or toxic chemicals. Oil tankers flushing out their tanks 
in the territorial waters of the countries stretching from Mauritania to South- 
West Africa are a principal source of visible pollution. The 16 countries 
agreed to provide $2.5 million in 1982 and 1983 for a specia! regional trust 
fund to set up a research, monitoring and assessment program in the Gabonese 
capital of Libreville. Nigeria will contribute $650,000 ani the UN environ- 
ment program has pledged $1.4 million over the next three years. Sig ing on 
the treaty were Angola, Benin, Cameroon, Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal, Togo 
and Zaire. [Text] [0W241605 Beijing XINHUA in English 1531 GMT 24 Mar 81] 
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ASIANS SECURE KERMADEC ISLANDS TUNA FISHING LICENSES 


Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 7 Mar 81 p 8 


[Text] 
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The Minisiry of do mue “Zone in the area 
ture and Fisheries has during [heir licence period 
issued 4 tuna cline lic- following ‘ne fish migrations. 
ences ip the rmadec | Area’ A’ has yet to te 
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The licences will permit. ‘Sty has tried before to 
20 South Korean and 14 Tai. @ncourage experimental for: 
vanese fishing boats tov eien fi round the Ker- 
target fish for albacore and ™ to assess its poten- 
yellowfin tuna “tal. 

The first boats are due this 
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allowed to fish until the end’ 
of Augus: 

The arrangement is the 
first foreign licensing deal 
secured by the ministry for 
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lished 

A ministry spokesman said’ 
the longliners would prob-: 
abiv d in and out of the 


INTER“ASIAN AFFAIRS 

















[Article by Inder Malhotra] 





freshinely frank about the proh- 
lem of dual neglect with 
these islands have been beset. 
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NEED FOR PROTECTION OF ISLANDS' FISHING ZONE STRESSED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 12 Mar 81 p 6 
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inless process. The local pom 
ation — particularily the tribal 
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come into their habitat. But then 
to worthwhile project of develop 
ment can be pusbed through bv 
a smal! population lacking techno. 
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planners, engineers. experts, ad- 
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The kind of problem that has 
arisen in Assam need not be re- 
peated io the offshore islands -f 
the cabinet committee on the Ao- 
damans that Mrs. Gandhi has 
promised to set up exercises the 
necessary vigilance over the whole 
process of development there. 
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The problems of security in re 
lation to the Andamans and Nico 
tar call for both care and 
more strenuous than those 
of economic development. To siart 
with. the islands are inadequately 
garrisoned and this gap needs 10 
be filled without delay. A Port 
Blair-based fortress command 's 
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force of all the three armed for-:- 
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country. But obviously both its 
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vewsels on patrol of engaged in an 
exercise do catch intruding armed 
trawlers and try to bring them to 
book. For, incredible though it may 
seem, under existing laws precious 
little cam be done to the 
culprits. 

lo a.recent case, the authorities 
spent nearly @ lakh of rupees on 
arrusting, feeding, detaining and 
—— the audacious crew of 
«n = iotruding fishing vessel. Six 
months later, the crew went home 
—{ - ptf ~ 
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they could be charged with way en- 
ty into Indian territorial waters 
sithout valid visas! 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


LAW AGAINST POACHING--The Centre has prepared a B1i!11 incorporating provisions for 
confiscation of trawlere used by foreign tishermen for illegally poaching in the 
Indian territorial waters, Minister of State for Agriculture R V Swaminathan said 
in the Lok Sabha on Friday, reports PTI. The Bill, which had already been 
approved by the Cabinet, would be introduced in Parliament soon, the Minister 
said while replying to a debate on a private member's Bill moved by Mr R K 
Mhaigi (BJP). Mr Swaminathan said that so far there was provision for punishing 
the poachers but not for confiscating their vessels. Following the Minister's 
reply, Mr Mhalgi withdrew hie Bill which sought to provide protection to country- 
fishermen from the competition of motor boate and trawlers. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 7 Mar 81 p 8) 


SAFEGUARDS OF ECONOMIC ZONE--Port Blair, March 8 (UNI, PTI). The Prime Minister 
said here this evening that the Government would strengthen legal an. other safe- 
guards against vio.iation of India's territorial waters by foreign ships in the 
Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean. Mre Indira Gandhi was talking to newsmen in 
the course of a rather intensive tour of the Andaman and Nicobar islands. One 
possible legal safeguard is believed to be extension of the territorial waters 
from the present 12 nautical miles. Mre Gandhi asked the people of Andaman and 
Nicobar islands to remain vigilant against encroachment on the country's water 
territory by foreign ships violating territorial waters. Addressing 4 mammoth 
gathering at Rangat in middle Andaman this morning, Mre Gandhi said any such 
encroachment on the Bay of Bengal and Indian Ocean would not only pose danger to 
the islands but for the entire country. She called upon the islanders to work 
unitedly as soldiers to ensure that no foreign power could intrude into country's 
water territory as well as economic zone. [Excerpt] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 
9 Mar 81 p 7] 





TAMIL NADU COASTAL SURVEILLANCE--The Finance Minister, Mr. V. R. Nedunchezian, 
told the Legislative Council on Monday that the Central Government was considering 
the Tamil Nadu Government's request for permanent surveillance of the coastal 
areas of the State to prevent poaching by foreign fishing vessels in the sea. The 
Minister, who was replying to supplementaries during question hour, said since it 
was not poss ble for the State Police to deal with the watter, the Government had 
sought the help of the Eastern Naval Command and Coast Guard Organisation through 
the Central Government. Replying to the main question of Mr. M. Sankaralingan, 
Opposition Leader, the Minister said fishing by foreign vessels near Tuticorin 
and other Tamil Nadu coastal areas had been brought to the notice of the State 
Government. [Excerpt] [Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Mar 81 p 12) 














WUGk MANGANESE NODULES DISCOVERED==New Delhi, 10 Mareh=-Scientiatese of the National 
Ineatitute of Oceanography (NLU) situated in the former Portuguese colony of Goa, on 
the west coast, had recently discovered a huge “carpet” of manganese nodules on the 
seabed near India, it was reported today. According to PIL news ageney, the 
discovery of the nodules and their successful recovery was announced by NILO 
Director, Dr 5.2. Qasim, at 4 Press conference on board the NIO research vessel 
Gaveshani which hauled up the first sample on January 6, Samples of these precious 
nodules had been hauled up (rom a depth of 4,500 metres in 4 major technological 
feat marking India's successful entry into the mining of the ocean floor, Qasim 
claimed, The nodules contain nickel, cobalt, copper and some manganese besides 
traces of gold, India's mineral reserves, the reporte said, will increase mni- 
fold with NIO's discovery of a vast area of the seabed literally strewn with these 
potato-siged nodules, The exact location of the nodules has not been disclosed 
because of international competition in ocean mining, But it is believed to be 
within India's economic zone thereby giving her the right of exclusive ownership, 
the agency added, the report quoted Dr Qasim as indicating that India and Mauri- 
tius could collaborate in the mining of the precious nodules from the indian 
Ocean, Only six other nation: in the world have nodule mining capability. They 
are the United States, USSR, UK, West Germany, France and Japan, the report added, 
NAB/AFP (Text) [Rangoon Te WORKING PEOPLE'S DALLY in English 12 Mar 81 p 6) 
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NEW ZEALAND 





FISHING FLEET TREBLES AS RESULT OF 200-MILE ZONE LAW 


Auekland THE NEW ZEALAND HERALD in English 9% Mar 81 p 20 





[Excerpts] During ‘he past decade the country’s merchant fleet has grown by half 


and the fishing fleet has trebled. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


OFFSHORE OIL EXPLORATION IN GREAT SOUTH BASIN MAY RESUME 


Hunt Company Interest 


Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 3 Mar 81 p 4 


[Acticie by energy reporter Michael Fieig/] 


[Text] Oil exploration work in the wild but promising Great South Basin may be 


started again if talks being held in Wellington are successful. 
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‘POST’ Welcames News 
Wellington THE EVENING POST in English 4 Mar 61 p 2 
(Editorial: “oil Challenge”7 
[Text] 
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Other Concession Blocks 
Auckland THE NEW ZEALAND MERALD in English 9 Mar 81 Sec 2 p 8 
[Article by business news editor M. A. McPhee/ 
[Text] Decisions soon on applications for the 29 New Zealand western offshore 


petroleum exploration blocks offered by the New Zealand Government are not the 
only ones in prospect. 
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PAKISTAN 





GREATER USE OF FISHING RESOURCE URGED 


Karachi DAWN in English 7 Mar 61 p § 


“Dee-Sea Fishing") 


[ Editorial: 


[Text] 





J 


HF 
ie ttn 


Faautalil 





‘ vill 
le 
Tay 





A} 


ale 


aa! tea jt 


ẽ 





(Nt 
— 
pened 
lll 
fue’ 
plaids 





16 








sil! neil iH, 
verte THA e=3 

nti He te ti ae 

edi if HHH . rif if z 


pet et ee 


He cl EAL 


+ ie 
Hea a 


17 






nungugen 
set * 

it 

——— 












5200 


CSO: 





MANY APPLY FOR MARINE FISHING LICENSES 


Karachi DAWN in English 15 Mar 81 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Izharul Hasan Burney) 


(Text) 


The Federal Government u& 
several 


considering 

or great’ ef bane tO nan 
fehing io the Pakistani fishing 
none 

Among ‘bem ts the application 
cf a PakisttaniGouth Korean jo- 


it} 
ie 
HE 


: 
| 


With the approaching 
for grant of fresh lcence, 


f 
rE 
li 
is 
eins 


5° 
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t Gite 


tine — 20 miles in Sind aad 


Country cratt aoc lavoches ow>- 
ed by members of the FPishe:. 
mens Cooperative Society opr 


PAKISTAN 


rate within the coastal Ashing 


f 
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research cess which ie the only 
tax duty leviable on fish exports. 














Por the purposes cf assessment 
and valuation of the catch, ves 
tela come to the outer anchor 
age and are insected by officials 
of the Port, Customs and the 
Fiserves department. after — this 
the carrier ship loads the pror. 
ewmed Ash for marketing, while 
the vessel returns to the Ashing 


On an average, each wise! re 
pors at the outer anrhorace 
twice @ month Till December 
io60, the value of the catch has 
been assemsed at about Ra 12 
million which also earted about 
Re four million worth .[ forein 
exchange besides the share of 
profit to the local partners and 
Rs. 12 million rewalty fee to 
Sind Government. 


VALLATION METHOD 


The valuation of the catch rate 
Mah) bas been done at the rate 
of Re’ 10 per ke as against the 
Buropean orice of Ra 25 per ke 
aod Pa W ‘wholesale, price in 
Budi Arabia 

This & sought to be justified 
on the plea that the company 
had 4 commitment to wil the 
catch to Tran at that price 

it &@ claimed that the  essels 
had so far been dumping the 
trash Ash Thue w fow proposed 
to be sold to Japan 

Trash Sch w netted three to 
four times more than prired 
fish and *herefore ultimate 
terms. more or less equals the 
orived “ah in value Trash fsb 
6 vital raw material for the 
Asimeal industry 


THREE PROBLEXMS 


Three main questions which 
arise out of (this arrangement 
are: 

| \Oomestic fish consumptioca 
‘15 kg per head annually) does 
not beret at all because not an 
Ounce of the catch is brought 
to the joeal market. 

2. Sevette per cent of the 
sale proceeds ‘even at that low 
price) in foreign exchance are 
lost to the exchequer which gets 
just /) per cent of it. 
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4 The arrancement dom pot 
hold aay chance cf Pakiwtaa de 
veloping the capability to enter 
the Geld of marine Sahing and 
the lece! partners ecole remains 
that ct & “t@lioeotng partoer.” 

ve tor the jet part. officials 
explained that ‘nitally attempts 
were made ‘O market 0 per 
cent of the cateh in local mar 
ket 

It however, caused = problems 
first, it ramec We gross Value 
by about 19 per ced, oF account 
of transportation of the cao 
from the outer anchorage 
the fish harbour. 

Secondly, dumping of up to 
tone of fish at am interval = of 
five dave caused) problems of 
handling, lording and sto? 
ra of the catch at the 
fis harbour aod _— brought 
down the prices so drastically 
that 4 industry raised a = bue 
a and cty. 

The experiment failed and the 
—e Was dropped, they explain- 


As for Pakistan being deprived 
all foregn exchange earnings 
is essed that the terms 


were highly unfavourable. 
However, i: is sought to be 
justified by the fact that the lo 
cal partners have oo real fin- 
ancial participation in vessel 
o*nership. problem can be 
remedied if some Pakisteni par 
ties Were willing to make bie 
investments in this highly pro 
fitable industry with a how of 
European and Asian countries, 
which were very keen to offer 
much better terms 
_ With litle of no bargaining ca 
bacity, a one-sided agreement iu 
inherent im the situavon. is 


CONTROVERSY 


Controversy also exists in ree 
pect of the licensed vessels interu- 
ding into the “coastal f shing zone” 
to the detriment of the small 
launches, as well as alle@ations 
that they might be delivering the 
processed fish or part thereof 
to the “carrier vessel” on the 
hich seas. 
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Under the agreement, these 
Vessels can operate bevond the 
Semile limit which is five 3 miles 
avay from the “coastal fishing 
rone" A government representa 
tive is alWayve on the ship to 
ensure it. It has recently been 
decided (0 have 4 representative 
of the fishermen's cooperative 
society also. 

However, this it basically a 
social problem. if one official can 
be charged with collusion and 
heing dishonest, '%o may not 
be anv better either. 

Whether it la the violation of 
the Ashing rone by Taiwanese 
trawlers or the “coastal fishing 
tone” by the = licensed vertels 
the fact of the matter is that 
thie can best be guararcteed = by 
the presence of country’s own 
fehing fleet, which & Gon-exu- 
tent at present. 

{in the subcontinent, marine 
fishing tor the last hundred vears 
has deen the responsibility of the 
provindal governments except 
in respects of national planning, 
train’, education ete, 

'n Pakistan, the law was am- 
ended in early seventies and = it 
is under this provision that the 
Foreral Government has taken 
over the future licensing Work 

It i certain to cause a host 
of problems because thu is one 
incustry where proapectine ls 
done on the high seas while all 
the establishments are on shore 
which in the present case are 
the responsibility of the provin- 
cal vovernment. 


Notwithstanding .\arious other 
aspects of this ma'tter, what & 
particularly important t how 
and what steps besides collect- 
ing royalty fee the Federal Govr- 
ernment proposes to take to 
build up Pakistan's own marine 
Gshing industry — the industry 
which holds the highes potential 
and enabled Japan's growth into 
an industrial power and is in- 
jecting the same vigour to South 
Korea whose foreign exchange 
earnings from fish exports exce. 
ed Pakistan's forewn  exchance 
earnings from any single source 
or item. 

















PHILIPPINES 


NATION TO PLAY ACTIVE ROLE IN LAW OF SEA MEETING 


Manila PHILIPPINES SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 8 Mar 81 p 3 


[Text] 


UNITED NATIONS The 
Philippines will play an active role at 
the final and crucial session of the 
United Nations’ Law of the Sea 
Conference starting on Monday 

Of immediate importance to the 
conference is the selection of a new 
president of the conference after the 
death of the incumbent, Sri Lanka's 
Shirley H.  Amerasingue 


Included in the Philippine 
delegation are Justice Jose Abad 
Santos, Minister Vicente Garcia and 
Ambassador Alejandro Yango, chief 
of the Philippine Mission to the UN. 

Many of the more than 100 
delegates to the conference had been 
dismayed over the recent decision of 
the United States to seek a delay in 
the approval of the final covenant 

Garcia said the Philippine 
delegation plans to work actively on 
the major points in the draft treaty 
on a final covenant considering the 
effort as being the key to the 
political and economic future of the 


country 
*e-f 


THE UN Conference on the Law 
of the Sea started in 1973. It aims to 
present a comprehensive formula 
which hopefully would lead to an 
internationally accepted law to 
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govern all nations as far as maritime 
navigation and exploration of sea 
resources are concerned, 

The covenant is to deal with 
freedom of navigation and control of 
fisheries, protection of marine 
environment, and the regulation of 
scientific research and the creation of 
a new international organization 
to oversee the exploitation of deep 
seabed resources in areas beyond 
legvtly-accepted national jurisdictions 


areas) beyond legally accepted 
national jurisdictions. 
ee 


AT ITS LAST conference in 
Geneva held August 1980, the 
delegates had all but agreed on the 
substantive provisions now stand 
embodied in an informal draft treaty 
composed of 300 articles, with nine 
annexes containing another 120 
articles. 


Considered one of the important 
breakthroughs is the agreement on the 
preservation of freedom of mavigation, 
both on the high seas and in the new 
200-mile exclusive “economic ones” in 
which control over living and non-living 
resources is vested in coastal states. 

While the other limit of a nation's 
territorial sea has been increased from 
three to 12 nautical miles, a “transit 
passage’ regime will preserve most of the 
attributes of freedom of navigation 
through the 116 straits around the world 
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delegates had all but agreed on the 
Substantive provisions now sland 
embodied in ant informal draft treaty 
composed of 300 articles, with nine 
annexes containing another 120 
articles, 


Considered one of the wumnportant 
breakthroughs 15 the agreement on the 
preservation of freedom of mavigation, 
both on the high seas and in the new 
200 mile exclusive “economme ones” tn 
which control over living and non-living 
resources is vested in coastal states. 

While the other limit of a nation’s 
terntorial sea has been increased trom 
three to 12 nautical miles, a “transit 
passage” regime will preserve most of the 
attributes of freedom of navigation 
through the 116 straits around the world 


that have been international waterways 
but Wyuld otherwise have become 
territorial seas by reason of the 12-mile 
extension, 


On the economic aspects, coastal states 
may also claun the hard mineral resources, 
especully oil, likely to be found there, 
where the underwater continental margin 
extends beyond 200-mile ex lusive zones 
But claims on hard mineral resources will 
be subject to minimal revenue sharing 
Provisions. 


lo provect the marine environment, the 
draft treaty gives power to coastal states 
with a single si) of = internationally 
established standards to protect 
themselves from oul spills. Most states, like 
the United States, can adopt more 
stingent standards tor vessels entering 
their ports to guard against oi pollution. 














CHLLE 


EDITORIAL EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER FUTURE 200@MILE LIMIT 
Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 13 Mar 81 p 3-A 
[Text] The theory of the continental shelf and the 200-mile Limit was proposed 


by Chile 30 years ago and is today supported by more than 100 countries. The @ntire 
Third World subscribed to it because it was thus defending its future. 





The first treaty mentioned is the treaty between Chile, Peru, and Ecuador, signed in 
Santiago on 18 August 1952. Through their representative , the three countries 
declared the exclusive sovereignty and jurisdiction which each of them had over the 
sea off their coast, up to a minimum distance of 200 nautical miles from that coast- 
line. 


International organizations and quotations on the Law of the Sea included that for- 
mulation, gathering more and more supporters. This is one way of defending an in- 
calculable wealth which is off the coast of each country. 


The big powers however are not sharing that theory since it constitutes a limitation 
on their expansion. They do not want any obstructions on the oceans which they can 

reach with their big fleets and through their technological advance for the exploi- 

tation of underwater wealth. 


Three powers--the Soviet Union, Japan, and the United States--finished off the whales 
at the South Pole. This is a resource which Chile had within its reach but which 

it never managed to harvest because it did not have the big factory vessels needed. 
Ecuador is losing its tuna resources due to the action of fishermen who come from 
thousands of miles away. 


The Sea Conference being held within the United Nations has been obstructed by dele- 
gations who are precisely trying to undo those prior agreements. They represent 
powers that do not wish to be restricted in the future regarding the exploitation 

of the continental shelf. 


Events at this conference however did not receive extensive coverage. The world is 
too much occupied and preoccupied by the current situation. This conference wil] 
determine the future of the coming generations of the Third World, of Peru, Ecuador, 
Colombia, Chile, of all the little countries along the coast. 
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CHLLE 


KRILL POPULATION SEEN THREATENED BY SOVIET FISHING 
Santiago LA NACION in Spanish 4 Mar 81 p 7-A 


[Text] “The exploitation of krill by the Soviet Union threatens the existence of 
this crustacean in the future since, right now, we do not know anything about its 
reproduccion capacity,” said Oscar Guzman, head of the Chilean cxpedition which 
recently participated in the first international Antarctic biological experiment, 
the CIDEC, together with scientists from the Soviet Union, West Germany, Poland, 
and the United States. 


The multinational expedition, which lasted 40 days in the Antarctic Ocean, had the 
objective of determining the volume of krill (a word of Norwegian origin which has 
no plural and which refers to a pelagic crustacean resembling 4 small shrimp) in 
order to provide a basis for the future handling of krill fishing. 


Guzman, who yesterday held a press conference with top officials from the Chilean 
Antarctic Institute, who are sponsoring this type of research in Chile, announced 
that, while scientists from various countries, including Russian scientists, con- 
ducted tne investigation on land, a fleet of the USSR, consisting of 15 boats, was 
fishing in the vicinity of Brandsfield Strait, catching a quantity estimated between 
300 ,000 and 500,000 tons. On top of this there are the advances which the Soviet 
Union has made in processing this crustacean, involving its immediate freezing or 
cooking, after being pulled out of the frozen waters. 


“Through special teams, we determined the existence of a large school of krill; upon 
our return, it was reduced to a little more than half after the Russian fishing 
boats had gone through,” emphasized Oscar Guzman. 


Positive Results 


The scientist stressed the need for scientifically determining the krill reproduc- 
tion capacity; he said that this expedition has been very positive and that specific 
data will be obtained over the next 3 months to permit the countries that signed 
_the Atlantic Treaty to work out regulations concerning krill fishing, 


Noting that the countries involved in research work have different ideologies, the 


scientist felt that one of the positive results of this effort was that Chile stands 
out by virtue of its contribution to this effort. He added that this study will 
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make it possible, in the fet too distant future, to determine the life cycle of 
the krill, the specific places Where it i. found in larger quantities, and the future 
hondling of exploitation of this product, 


Gueman finally noted that thie expedition was part of an investigation effort that 
Will last at least 10 years and that, in longer-range terme, there will be 4 new 
combined Mission to the Antaretic region in 1983, 


The Chilean delegation traveled in the vessel “Iteumi,” given to Chile by the govern 
ment of Japan last year, 


The presse conference was 4180 attended by the deputy director of the Antarctic In 
stitute, Bruno Klauve, who emphasized the work done by the Chilean scientists 
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PERSIAN GULF AREA 


MINISTERS RECOMMEND SEASONAL SHRIMPING BAN 


Kuwait KUWAIT TIMES in English 24 Feb 81 p 2 


{Text | 


ABU DHABI, Mon — 
Banning the fishing and 
marketing of shrimps dur 
ing their mating period 
from Feb | to June 30 was 
one of the important re 
commendations issued at 
the end of their meeting on 
Sunday night, by the Arab 
Gulf and Arabian Penin- 
sula Ministers of Agricul- 
ture 


form Ue General Secretariat 
about the kinds of these fish, 
quantities and prices in local 
markets so that exchange to 
mutual benefit between the 
member countries could be 
achieved 

. a 

he conference assigned 
the General Secretariat to 
contact the = International 
Food and culture Orga- 
risation (FAO) to send two 
experts They will be asked 
io evaluate the Gulf's stock 
of «shrimps. lobsters and 


The ban will be determin- fish and to t @ report 
ed annually by the parties on their findings to the Ge- 
concerned in each country neral Secretariat 


separately according to its 
circumstances 
The sixth conference rec- 


first half of next June in 
Senas to study the goals and 
specialisations of the confe- 


They will further determine 
its responsibilities and = du- 
ties on the next stage 

The conferees recommen- 
ded that every country 
would formulate a4 law or a 
system to exploit sea wealth 
taking into consideration 
the unification of the coun- 
tries laws within the = sys- 
tems general framework 

The conference agreed that 


the — countries 
with fish surplus are to in- 


34 to take sdrentage 
mem 
of the Fisheries training cen- 
‘re in Kuwait and the Ku- 
wait Institute for ——- 
Research “t+ wi 
regard to results it achi 
ay in raising shrimps sad 
nN 

The conference recommen - 
ed the establishment of a 
technical committee from 
Oman and the two Yemens 
in addition to resorting to 
the FAO's expertise to pre- 
sent a unified project to 
exploit the available kinds 
of fish in these countries 











END OF 
FICHE 








DATE FILMED 
IO Ags 1920 





